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,akshmana.  As my noble brother bids.

lama.   Sugriva, I see you wish to say something.

lugriva.   Prince, these demons are very artful and fight by fraud.    So

>ne should think twice about admitting Vibhishana.

lamiman.  Nay, no need, your Majesty,

Vibhishana I deem as loyal to the prince as we are. I have
seen him before in that city disputing with His brother. (1O)

Rama.  If that is so, go bring him in with all honour*

Lakshmana.   As my noble brother bids.   [Stepping around.]   Ah, there

is Vibhishana.    Are you quite well, Vibhishana'?

Vibhishana.. Ah, the  prince Lakshmana.    Prince, I am well indeed

to-day.

Lakshmana.   Vibhishana, let us go to the prince.

Vibhishana,  Certainly.

[They both approach.]

Lakshmana.  Greeting, noble brother.

Tibhishana.   May it please your Highness, greeting.

Rama.   Ha, Vibhishana.   Are you well, Vibhishana ?

Vibhishana.   Highness, I am well indeed to-day.

Come for protection to thee, the protector with eyes of lotus
petals, I am well indeed to-day, O king, purified by the sight
of thee. (11)

Rama.  From to-day be Lord of Lanka by my command.

Vibhishana.   I thank you.

Rama.  Vibhishana, your very arrival means the accomplishment of our

task.   We have found no means of crossing the sea.

Vibhishana.  Why, prince, what do you need for that ?   If the sea does

not give a passage let fly your divine shaft upon him.

Rama. Well said, Vibhishana.   Good, that is what I will do.   [Suddenly

standing ^Lp angrily.~\

If the sea vouchsafe me not this passage, swiftly will I still
the roaring of his waves; my burning arrows will dry up both
mud and brine; the shore will be strewn with fish dying by
the score. (12)

[Enter Ocean.1]
Ocean.   [In confusion.]

Against Karayana, come here in human form to fuM his pur-
pose, I am guilty of offence. Fearful of his shaft, that destroys
the forms of the celestials' foes, I fly at full speed to seek my
lord's protection. (13)

1 Yaruna.